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= Preflight calenlated, based on nominal Atlas performance.
b Retro assembly kept on during reentry.
* The 0.05g relay was actuated manually by astronaut when he was in a “small g field.”

Becanse of the complexity of the entire oper-
ation and the critical time element of powered
flight, it was felt and borne out by flight ex-

- perience that such a set of rules were an absolute
necessity.  OF course, it is impossible to think
of everything that can happen but if most of

- the contingencies have been anticipated along

- with the procedures to handle these situations,

- the time available can be used to concentrate on

. the unexpected. The occurrence of the heat

 chield deploy signal in this flight is an example
of one of these unforeseen circumstances.

Flight Test Results

The rest of this paper deals primarily with
the flight test resnlts and flight control prob-
lems which developed throughout the three-
orbit mission. The observations made by the
astronaut and his evaluation of the mission are
presented in paper 12 by Astronant John H.
Glenn, Jr.

After separation of the spacecraft from the
launch vehicle, the astronaut was given all the
pertinent data involved with orbit parameters
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