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At 04 19007 JUN 75 NE740 departed NALF Imperial Beach enroute to Helo
Offshore Training Area to conduct scheduled 3.0 hr. basic night ASW sonar
training flight.” WE740 reported established in assigned area at 1520T'
and commenced coupler opgrations with four approaghes to sonar hover ;
and four night/low visdbality and windline rescue patterns with hover txim
practice until after dark. Sunset was 1953T. NE740 then conductad four . &
additional approaches to sonar hovers while practicing dip-to-dip navigatiol
with pilots alternating approaches and coupler functioning normally. RETHOS
made all required half-hourly position/ops normal reports to NALF Iiperial
LERG Bdach tower with last report made at 2125T. At approximately 2133 with
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(Lﬁﬂl dome depth increased. Aircraft then commenced to back down more rapidly.
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b(S) 3 lines

surivops - were rescued by Coast Guard HA-3F aircraft at 23387 and
transported to Naval Hospital, San Diego. PBoth crewmen were released
from the nospital later that evening and the copilot was released on

§ June 1975. Due to the critical nature of his injuries, the pilot was
never availableé for interview by the AMB and he died 28 June 1975.
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: Aircraft impacted water in rearward flight from hover at 40 feet.

The alrcraft then sank in approximatédly 800 fathoms of water.
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